


CHUTE FOREST PARISH COUNCIL


Present:
Cllr Pike (Chair)		Mrs C Wall (Clerk & RFO)
Cllr Geraghty		Chris Williams (Wiltshire Councillor)
Cllr Farrell

The meeting was attended by one member of the public

Apologies Cllr Robertson
	         Cllr Stock (Resignation)

	Introduction to Carly Lovell

	The Clerk introduced Carly Lovell who will take on the role of Clerk from April 1st

1. To Record any Apologies.  

Mrs Wall advised that Sue Stock had resigned from the council with immediate effect dur to family commitments. The members thanked her for her input and support to the council.
Mrs Wall advised she had contacted the monitoring officer at Wiltshire Council to advertise the vacancy.

2. Declarations of Interest.
Members are reminded that, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct, they must declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests and leave the meeting if appropriate. 

No declarations received

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting:
To approve and sign, as a correct record, the Minutes of January 20th 2022
The minutes were approved as a true and accurate record and proposed by Cllr Farrell and Seconded by Cllr Geraghty

4. Matters Arising:
To discuss any matters arising from the Minutes of the meeting on January 20th 2022

No matters arising

5. General Public – Open Forum and Any questions

Mrs Jackson advised that 52 residents attended the consultation which is an excellent percentage. 27 responses have since been received from the questionnaire and the majority are happy with the guide. The strongest objection is to restricting the 30% size of extensions.
Comments as to why not a neighbourhood plan, but she explained that a Neighbourhood Plan has to go though a referendum and can take 5 years it becomes policy and is not suitable for a small village such as the Chutes.
She also advised that from a survey there is no Affordable Housing or requirement or wait list.

 Clanville and Conholt had been missed off and views from the village to be added

Cllr Chris Williams will write the forward.

Next steps
Finish writing up and proof reading to be undertaken
Small changes to street surveys
This will be presented to the Eastern Area Planning Committee 1 month in advance of their meeting

Cllr Williams advised that this will be the format for a Wiltshire Wide Design Guide so must go to the full council and consultation and will be a high level. 
The Chute Design Guide is well advanced and can be adopted ahead of the Wilshire and can be a model for other councils to approach.

The councillors agreed to support the guide and Proposed by Cllr Geraghty and Seconded by Cllr Farrell.

Mrs Jackson was thanked for her hard work.

A grant application will be made for the graphic design of the guide to Wiltshire Area Board as the cost may be in the region of £2000.

6. To Receive a report from Wiltshire Council and Wiltshire Police

Cllr Williams Wiltshire Councillor:
At a marathon meeting on 15 February Wiltshire Council debated and agreed the 2022/23 budget and 10-year Business Plan.  Over the next year the council will spend over £417m – with over 56% (£235m) on support and care for adults and children.  
£92m will be spent on the vital day-to-day services such as waste management, road maintenance, leisure and library services, as well as the council’s carbon management and climate change work – which recently saw the council ranked as the fifth best unitary authority in the UK for its response to the global challenge.   The council will also continue its commitment to invest £1m a year to support high streets across the county become vibrant places for shopping and leisure.  
One of the most debated parts of the budget was the proposed increases to car parking fees which help to fund rural public transport.  Councillors made arguments about the impact on our high streets (but see the £1m per annum investment above).  Our local charges are already competitive compared with neighbouring counties and it should also be noted that fees are not planned to increase for four years so that the costs of implementing the increase (car park signage and reprogramming machines) can be offset over this period.  
The council’s capital programme, which is spent on projects to improve and maintain the county’s infrastructure is confirmed to be £307m in 2022/23.  This will be spent on many different projects including leisure services, council house building, schools’ maintenance, footpath and highway improvements.  
The 10-year Business Plan ensures that the budget has a clear long-term focus. It outlines the council’s key themes - prevention and early intervention; improving social mobility and tackling inequalities; understanding communities; and working together. It includes metrics ensuring the council can measure its performance and keep on track.  
This strategic focus is essential due to the current financial challenges facing public services, which includes the ongoing pandemic, rising inflation, and increased demand for support.  More than half of the council’s budget comes from council tax, and this will increase by 1.99%, with an additional 1% directly supporting adult social care. For a Band D property, that’s an increase of 91p per week.  Alongside this, the council has put plans in place to make savings of around £25m in 2022/23 while limiting the impact of vital services as much as possible. 
Dates for future local meeting
March 21. Ludgershall Memorial Hall - Tackling Climate Change in the Tidworth Community Area followed by Tidworth Area Board.

He advised that the Budget was set pre the Russian Invasion of the Ukraine. Army reserves should be adequate.

Cllr Farrell asked about the strike by Hills in not collecting the recycling change. Cllr Williams advised that the Pickets are not following rules and stopping vehicles leaving the depots.

7.  Correspondence - As received and if necessary, held at the clerk’s office

No correspondence received not distributed.

8. 	Finance:

Accept Bank to March 1st 2021 £5151.92

The Clerk distributed the accounts to date and the financial accounts against the budget

9.1	Payment Clerks Salary March 2022 £163.92

9.2	Payment to HMRC £40.95

9.3	 Payment to Clerk for expenses February-March 2022 £68.80

9.4	Payment to DEK Graphics for Design Statement Printing £67.20 
	(£21 to be reinvoiced to Chute PC) 

The above were approved and proposed by Cllr Geraghty and Seconded by Cllr Farrell

9. To receive, consider and comment on Planning Applications as received from Wiltshire Council. 

No applications received

10. Footpaths	Cllr Farrell

Cllr Pike raised the unrecognised footpath leading off the official path from Cadley Bottom and St Mary’s Church that is currently ‘closed’. With sheep and lambs in the field it would be good to be able to walk in a loop and avoid the walking through the sheep field.
Cllr Farrell stated he would speak to the shepherd to see if the path could be opened as a permissive footpath when the sheep are there.

 Highways Report 

The Clerk advised that our Parish Steward had left the council and we are waiting a replacement

11.  Village Hall Report 

Mrs Wall updated that the coffee morning on Wednesday was in aid of the Ukrainian crisis and £273 was raised and sent to DEC.

12.  Chute Village Design Statement Update

See Mrs Jackson’s report
.
13.  KGF Report 

Cllr Geraghty advised that there had not been a formal meeting. The clerk stated that there are moles on the field and these would be dealt with on Friday.
 
14.  Parking on Lower Chute Green

Currently resolved and no complaints

15.  Queens Jubilee

The Clerk updated that a grant of £500 had been received from Tidworth Area Board and a band had been booked to play on the KGF. A working party was being organised to work on future plans

16.  Website

The Clerk advised that she was arranging a meeting to discuss the future of the Chute website as we currently have thechutes.co.uk and thechutes.org.uk and to amalgamate and simplify the two websites

17. Neighbourhood Watch

The Clerk advised that Mike Parker from Upper Chute had offered to become the local 
co-Ordinator

18.  Business to be transacted at our next meeting

No business raised.

Mrs Wall advised that this would be her last month as Clerk although she would complete the year end.
Cllr Pike commented that he was sad that she was stepping down after 10 years. The council are very grateful for her contribution and would miss her energy, hard work and commitment to the smooth running of the council. 

19.  Date of next meeting May 19th and the Annual Joint Meeting with Chute Parish Council May 17th
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